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for the corona is visible only about eight days in a cent-
ury, in the aggregate, and then only over narrow stripes
on the earth's surface, and but from one to five minutes
at a time by any one observer.*

"With such limited opportunities of observation, it is
hardly possible that we should penetrate the mystery
very rapidly.

* This estimate is based upon the fact that total eclipses occur on the
average about once in two years, that the shadow occupies (on the aver-
age, again) some three hours in traversing the globe, and that the mean,
duration of totality is between two and three minutes, never by any pos-
sibility reaching eight minutes, and very seldom six.